
As we close out the school 
year and prepare to send 
off the accomplished 

Class of 2019, it’s a good time to 
express gratitude for the tremen-
dous support we get from our 
school board and community. 

Our school board has helped 
shape our growth as a district 
the last several years through 
strategic planning, delibera-
tion and oversight. As a result, 
the state association for school 
boards in 2018-2019 designated 
the Anacortes board as a five-
time winner of the “Board of 
Distinction” – among 4 percent 
of school boards statewide to 
receive the prestigious award. 

Recent accomplishments 
include: 

• Graduation rates increased 
from 85 to 90 percent over the 
last five years

• Highest composite test 
scores – all grades and subject 
areas – among 35 districts in 
northwest Washington the last 
two years

• Development of a new 
strategic plan with a focus on 

quality instruction, equity, social-
emotional learning, partnership 
and stewardship

• Fiscal oversight of the new 
high school construction

• Seamless transition to a 6-8 
middle school 

• Successful integration of 
classroom technology 

• Clean audits, passage of 
levies and bond, and financial 
oversight during a statewide shift 
in school finance

Community support
Our community also plays a 

major role in our success with 
students. Time and again, local 
residents and groups step up to 
support our children and their 
learning. We value education 
in Anacortes, and community 
members care deeply for the 
healthy development of our 
youth. 

Community support includes: 
• 25,000 hours of volunteer 

time, both in and out of school
• PTA support for field trips, 

school events, classroom needs 
and more

• $500,000 in scholarship 
and program support from 
Anacortes Schools Foundation, 

including 21 scholarships this 
year for Career & Technical 
Education

• Substantial scholarship and 
program support from Ana-
cortes service clubs

• Ongoing partnership with 
Island Hospital and the Island 
Hospital Foundation to support 
critical mental health and social 
work in schools

• Private donor support for 
Career & Technical Education, 
mental health, Impact summer 
school program, student sup-
port, athletics, fine arts, clubs 
and more

• Senior College support for 
arts and science

• Local businesses, including 
our refineries, and the Cham-
ber of Commerce for ongoing 

investment in student success
• Voter approval of the high 

school bond and levies

Looking ahead
While we have a lot to cel-

ebrate, we look forward to dig-
ging in this summer and next 
year to continue to improve. In 
2019-2020, we will: 

• Take advantage of the 
completion of the high school to 
optimize student learning 

• Launch a learning program 
called Impact this summer to 
support 100 students in K-3

• Engage in middle and high 
school math curriculum discus-
sions starting this fall

• Introduce social-emotional 
learning activities with our 
students 

• Further engage students, 
staff and community around is-
sues of equity to determine how 
we can best support all students 

Thank you for such a produc-
tive year of partnership. The 
team effort to help our students 
achieve their best is something 
in which we can all take pride. 
It’s what makes Anacortes so 
special. 
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Caleb Hunter
My strengths include breaking things, 

fixing things and persistence. And they’re 
all interrelated. I love pushing machines 
to their limits then trying to figure out 
how to fix them. I spend a lot of time on 
my Chevy S10 truck. I actually don’t let 

anyone else touch it. I 
thought I wanted to be a 
mechanic, but then I re-
alized I want to keep my 
passion and work sepa-
rate so that I love doing 
both. So now I’m going 
to study mechanical 
engineering at Montana 
State University. AP Cal-
culus, engineering, and 

metals classes all prepared me well. My 
preference is machine work over welding, 
and I am most proud of a hammer I made 
from scratch. It was the coolest thing I ever 
built. When I job shadowed at PACCAR, 
I got to work on a six-foot diesel 12.9 liter 
MX13 engine. This blew my mind, and 
made me think I might want to move back 
here after college to work at PACCAR.

Jordan Sluder
The most important thing to me is 

friendship. My friends are a constant and 
have been with me 
through everything. 
The culinary program 
at Northwest Techni-
cal Academy helped 
me learn how to work 
with people and run 
a business, so I’ve got 
great skills. But my true 
desire is to become a 
veterinarian’s assistant. 
My plan is to work for 

a year to earn money then attend Belling-
ham Tech or Skagit Valley College. 

Francisco Sanchez
Many things define me and hold my 

love: camping, music, choir. I love guitar 
and am currently learning piano and a 
couple wind instruments. Creating with 

my hands definitely 
works best for me 
which is why classes 
like metals, drawing 
and painting appeal 
to me. My plan is to 
attend aviation school 
via the Army. While 
in the military, I also 
want to study carpentry 
and electronics with 
the long-term goal of 

owning my own business. I have always 
thought highly of people who serve, and I 
am excited about serving my country, even 
if for a bit. 

Riley Ward
Being in a traditional school environ-

ment didn’t work for me. I know my 
challenges include being easily distract-

ed and being disci-
plined, but Cap Sante 
has been great. I found 
that my strengths are 
setting priorities and 
being a hard worker. 
My passion for music 
really inspired me to 
complete this project of 
rebuilding my guitar. I 
love working with my 
hands and have been 

in metals class every year since eighth 
grade. I will be attending Universal 
Technical Institute in Arizona next year 
for my welding certification. I plan to be 
in the labor industry for several years 
while keeping music as part of my life. 
I am so grateful for Kim Stamper who 
loves us all and cares to her core about 
our success. 

Nhi Ngo
Who I am is the "why" of where I am 

going. I moved to the U.S. from Vietnam 
when I was eight. My parents and I spoke 
no English. For many months, we com-
muted each day from Shoreline, where my 
grandparents lived, to my dad’s business 
in Anacortes. At times, my family and per-
sonal struggles trickled into my academics. 
I have been working three jobs and have 
stayed involved in many clubs because I 
want to be as active as I can in high school. 
I have been a peer tutor for the English 
Language Learners (ELL) class and also 
got to job shadow the ELL teacher at Mt. 
Vernon High School. These two experi-
ences, plus my own personal experience 
trying to fit in and learn a new language 
and culture, inspired me to attend Western 
Washington University to become an ELL 
teacher. Studying Spanish and travel-
ing to Spain with Senora Ubungen have 
convinced me to study abroad while I’m in 
college. Experiencing other cultures is so 
important.

Nick Cortright
My future path begins at Western Wash-

ington University and will include science 
or math. I really like 
chemistry and archi-
tecture, but I could see 
myself studying com-
puter science as well. 
The big thing about 
WWU is that is reminds 
me of Anacortes with 
its natural beauty. It’s 
close but not too close. 
During my job shadow 
at Island Hospital, I was 

inspired by the interesting work of their 
informational tech system. I got to see this 
huge server farm that holds all the back-up 
information. Very cool. I’ve also learned a 
lot from basketball Coach Brett Senff about 
how to succeed both on and off the court, 
and those values are what I aspire to carry 
with me throughout my life. 

Kayden Stevenson
I’ve learned a lot about myself and be-

ing accountable and responsible from lead-
ership class. I moved here from Alabama 
to spend time with my grandmother who 
was sick. The one constant in my life has 
been baseball. I’ve played since I was old 
enough to hold a bat, and it was a way to 

connect with my grandfather because I’m 
the only grandchild who plays baseball. 

My plan is to attend 
Skagit Valley College 
where I can play both 
baseball and tennis. I am 
interested in secondary 
education or business. 
My inspiration to go 
into education came 
from being a teacher’s 
assistant for art and 
health. I really enjoyed 

helping freshmen and interacting with 
kids outside my baseball world.

Savannah Gilcrease-Wolfe
My family is the center of my life, and I 

will miss them so much. I grew up watch-
ing nature documentaries which fueled a 
passion for the environment. The woods 

and natural beauty 
around here have 
always been a source of 
comfort during tough 
times. I’ve overcome 
both personal/family 
struggles and academic 
ones. I’ve accomplished 
things this year I never 
thought I could do. 
I won second place 
at state Future Busi-

ness Leaders of America (FBLA). I also 
got to job shadow at Padilla Bay Marine 
Estuary, which was awesome. I plan to 
double major in botany and environmental 
science. Next year I’ll go to Everett Com-
munity College then transfer to University 
of Washington. Eventually I hope to do 
graduate work in Africa or Canada.

Alyssa Richardson
I am an artist. I love to draw, paint, 

sculpt, create. That’s who I am. I am also 
a metal head and love all kinds of hard 
rock and heavy metal music, including 
classic ’80s rock. Finally, I am a writer, and 

I enjoy writing darker 
pieces, fantasy and goth 
specifically. Tim Burton 
is my biggest inspira-
tion, and I’m intrigued 
by stop motion anima-
tion. Next year, I will 
study at Skagit Valley 
College, take some art 
classes, and eventually 
go into art education 
or filmmaking. My 

art and visual media classes have helped 
shape me throughout high school. Being 
a T.A. for Mrs. Burkland has been special 
because she always gives me really specific 
feedback on how to improve my own 
art. Whenever she sees me drawing, she 
encourages me. That has mattered.

AHS senior Nhi Ngo proudly displays her ac-
ceptance letter from Western Washington 
University. Ngo moved to Anacortes from 
Vietnam when she was 8. She plans to be a 
teacher. 

Senior Reflections

The Anacortes school board received recognition from the Washington 
School Directors Association this year for being a five-time recipient of 
the ‘Board of Distinction’ award. Just 4 percent of boards across the state 
have received the award. Pictured are Matt Cutter, Marilyn Hanesworth, 
Bill Shaw, superintendent Mark Wenzel, Erin Rieger and Bobbilyn Hogge. 
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